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FOREWORD 


A program of Iixtension studies was started in the spring of 
1949, These studies were designed as the beginning of a continuous 
process of evaluation to help us, 4S Extension workers, to analyze 
ourselves, our activities, the people with whom we work and the 
effectiveness of the Extension program. 


The first parish study, A Study of agricultural Extension Work 
in Lafourche Parish, was made in May, 1949, and reported as Agricultural 
Extension Publications No, 1053, September, 1950, 


A study of Extension work in Red River Parish was the second in 
the series, This study was reported in mimeograph form in November, 
1950, under title, "Studying Extension Work with Farmers and Farm 
Homemakers in Red River Parish, Louisiana", Part I — White Families, 
and Part II, - Negro Families, 


This study of Extension work in “ashington Parish is the third in 
the series. The fourth is to be made in Madison Parish during the 
early part of 1951, Field work for that study is tentatively planned 
for May. 


These studies deal with the general effectiveness of Extension 
work, They will be followed by intensive studies of the effectiveness 
of Extension in special fields, including both programs and teaching 
methods, 


H. C. Sanders 
Director 
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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


The purpose of this study is be determine the extent to which farmers and 
farm homemakers in i lashington eae an have adopted farm and home practices that 
have been recommended by the axtension Service; the effectiveness of the teaching 
methods used; the. ext. nt to which farmers and Farm homemakers have contact with 
Extension; and the knowledge farmers ana farm homemakers Hare ‘of the Extension 


resp dale 
HOW THE STUDY WsAS MADE 


Information was BReatnee in May, 1750; from 163 white farm families through 
the personal interview method, “The sample of families to be interviewed was 
taken from a “random list. of ‘white farm families’ in the parish by taking every 
Penth name, starting with : a randomly selected number, 

in addition to the 163 white » fanilios, 93 ae farm families were selected 
in the same manner by fain avery fifth name from a random list of eere families, 
Sharecroppers were not included in the study, 

The eteererina was done by seven men and six women, all ext eneion pee 
Bleven were from the state Extension PEticn) Two were county aeons One of the 
county agents was from an ai joining parish, the other from a ee parish, The 
same enumerator interviewed both the farmer and homemaker in a family. The Beente 
in Washington Parish were not included as interviewers, but they SS) assisted 


with the planing and conduct of the stugy. 


ch ee 


DESCRIPTION OF WASHINGTON PARISH 


Washington Parish is located in the northeast corner of that part of 
Louisiana which lies east of ie Mississippi River, it is one of ae Florida 
Parishes, a Scoot of romantic toe. over bee a many fises have flown and which 
existed as an independent republic -for we ate in 1810. The Bard rae was ce 
pie od by United States eneere that same year and afterward was added to the new 
state of Louisiana, Washington Parish was created in 1819 by an act of the 
tee egos subdividing St. Tammany Parish, Franklinton has been CHG Seis seat 
since that time, 

The Florida Parishes area received its first important influx of settlers 
eet before the Revolutionary War when it was a British colony known as West 
merida The Ane were British soldiers who aa ges, in the French and 
Indian Wars ae we 2 paid in iand, Other s ettlers came , mostly from the older 
states. French and Spanish rule had Little influence on the pein ane area that 
is now Washington ae hs The narion was sparsely settled, mostly by Biglishs 
ano aiene witli be people, ata eee turn of the 20th century. According torthenme: 
census eae the pooalettion in 1900 was 9, 628, In 1940 ie Was 3h, bh pre— 
liminary report of the 1950 census places the population at 38, on an increase 
ne ge: pan gent overt OhOseinauiy siemens are white and one-third Negro, 

| The most qa growth in dao hana came after 1906 when Bogalusa, now the 
eet et ke of the parish, was founded as the site of the Great Southern | 
Lumber Company, for many years the world's Largest yellow pine sawmil) . The mill 
closed in 1936, but a large paper and container company has located at Bogalusa 
and the processing of forest preducts is still the chief industry of the parish. 
A number of small sawmills now are located there. Considerable reforestation has 
been done, Practically all of the original stand of timber, which was chiefly 


pine, has been cut, 


~2e 


The land area of Washington Parish is 425, 344 acres, Topographically, the 
land is divided into upland and terraces, The upland areas are gently rolling to 
rough hilly, The terrace areas are almost level. According to the 1945 agricul- 
tural census there were 3,028 farms in Washington Parish that year. They con- 
tained a total of 217,167 acres, of which 76,709 Sop: in crops, 57,302 in pasture, 
and 724167 in woodland other than pasture. The average farm size was 71.8 acres. 

The most important crops in 1945 were cotton, corn grown for feed, sweet 
potatoes, Irish potatoes, and commercial vegetables. Principal hay crops were 
soybeans and cowpeas, lespedeza, and small grain. Dairy cattle, beef cattle, 
hogs, and sheep are raised. Dairying is very important in the parish, which is 
located about 90 miles from New Orleans and is one of the principal producers of 
milk for sale in the city. In the year 1944, the latest for which complete 
figures are available, dairying supplied 31 per een of the farm income and all 
livestock 48.9 per cent as compared to 49.3 for all crops, Tung trees grow well 
in the parish and give promise of becoming an important: source of income. 

Washington Parish was chosen for the survey because its agriculture and 


its people are considered typical of the part of the state in which it is located, 
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THE EXTENSION PROGRAM 


bene demonstration work was Aga in Washington Parish in 1909, which was 
five years eee ‘passage of the Suith<Lever Note Bande the Besinnies the par- 
ish has been served RA ae uy a county agent, with the exception of ‘one 
or two brief merrods during the first world: ‘War 4 Trieluding the ‘present resent, 
there have ahah 14 different county: agents employed in ‘the parish ‘during tHe 
4] years ‘of Etones on work, 

Home denonstration work was started in May, 1916, and has- continued, without 
interruption except for changes of personnel, up to the present time, Nirfe dif- 
ferent home Roe ran agents have worked in the parish, 

The first assistant county ag geri Was appointed in | January, err Ten differ-— 
ent men’ have served ‘as assistant county arent since that time ea 

The fon assista nt home denonstration agent was appointed in August, 1938, 
Five different perso | s have served as assistant home demonstration art: 

An assistant county agent for Work with Negroes was appointed and started t6 
work in the parish on March 13, 1922. Four difrerent persons have’ served in the 
parish during the 28 years since the first Negro agent was employed. 

An ase stant home demonstration agent for Work: with’ Negroes was employed in 
the parish from July, 1923 to October, 1930. 

Broadly speaking, the purpose of Extension work in thie parish is to help dev- 
elop people that they may more easily identify and solve the various’ problems 
that affect their own welfare. Working toward this broad objective, the program 
is set up to help increase the knowledve and skills of the people; to encourage 
more efficient farming and the building of better homes; to produce a higher in- 
come and raise the standard and scale cf living. Within this broad framework of 
fundamental aims, the iixtension vrogram has included the following: 


County Agents: 


1, Corn. Varieties, fertilization, culture. 
2. Pastures. Soil preparation, fertilization, seeding, clipping, renovation. 


ie 


County Agents: (Cont'd) 

3. sunplemental Grazing for Dairy Cattle. Oats and oats in mixture with 
legumes for winter grazing, fescue, sudan or Alyce clover for summer 
prazing. 

lee Dairy Cattle, Breeding, feeding, management. 

5e Swine, Breeding, feeding, parasite, and disease control 

6. Forestry. Planting seedlings, improving farm wood lot, selective 
cutting and marketing. 

7e Cotton, Varieties, fertilization, cultivation, insect control. 

8, Beef Cattle. Breeding, feeding, disease and parasite control. 

9. Soil Conservation. Terracing, drainage, manure crops, soil testing. 


Home Demonstration Agents: 


te Nutrition and Health 
as yee production. Poultry; gardening; home orchards, 
b. Food selection and preparation, 
Ce Food preservation. Canhinies freezing; storing. 
d. Health. 4-H project; health council. 

2e Clothine, Selection, construction. 

36 Housing al and home furnishings, House plans, electrification, electric 
outlets, electric appliances, furnishing, upholstery, slip covering, 
yard improvement. 

he Home Management. Selection of e quipnent and furnishings, arrangement — 


Sect teearemecelnisteeecspec eames 


Rat equirment, 5, and furnis shings, storage. 

While there was no overall advisory group in the parish Coien to early 1950, 
the following groups and organizations have contributed to the LR a 
and execution of the kxtension program: Home Demonstration Council, 4-H Execu~ . 
tive Committee, Fair Association, Cattlemen's edeaie trae 

The projects open to 4-H Club members are included in the esate program 
for the parish, In 1949 there were 10 organized clubs for Negro children, with 


and enrollment of 327 boys and 376 girls, 


. CHAPTER I . 
WASHINGTON PARISH AND whe Lee 


A Large Proportion of the iy ee and aaHomenrieeet Halve Lived on Their Farms and in 
the: Parish 10 Y Years Or Ncre. 


Seventy-seven percent of these Negro farmers and 71 percent of the homemakers 
have lived on their farmelucor ten years or more, (Table 1.) Ninety-seven percent 
of the farmers and 89 erect of the. ete have lived in the parish for at 
least ten years, 


Table 1iw--Length of Time Farmers Have Farmed This Place and Farmed in the Parish. 
Length of Time Homemakers Have Lived as Homemakers on This Place and in 


the Parish, 
SR ERERIDSenniseeese eee 
Item Ye On bare } in Parish »: 
; (Farmer =' Homemaker _' Farmer ! Homemaker 
; t f t 1 
Number of records ' 91 af eee 92 ! 91 ! 92 
1 f ! t 
Percentage: at 4 igs 
Less than 1 year Lae ate | Lee ‘ Csaaes det 
1-4 years A ee f Vises hia gee fant 76 
5-9 years er Likes ; bel r Leteres Lek 
10 years and over OT Say bt 7006 tO wear at 9.5 
1 ' 1 t 


Size of Farms | 
Eighty-eight percent of the farms have less then 50 acres, (Table 2), Twelve. 
Saree are 50 acres or more in SLZC 6 


SOR 2eheres pbs’ Cropland 


Bop os eh SS Sarna 
ath 
Number of records Lb, 
Percentage of farmers -having:' 


1-19 acres ease eek 

20-29 acres Opa 

30-39 acres ' 28.0 

50 acres or over iss KAO 
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Ha Jor gource S of Harm Income 


eee Paish is Tosnhea in Sh hill section in the extreme east and — 


southeast part of the state. It is known a a as one of the "Florida Parishes", 
The major sources of farm income of “these families are cotton, corn, beef 
cattle, dairying, tty and truck Pa, , (table 3) 
trie ; 


ree 


Table 3.—Major Sources of Farm income 


Number of records . mes) 
Percentage of farmers naming; 

+ CECT beaut erie ha 

gion carl Onnahy | in Hed 

' Beef Cattle ~ 1561 

Dairying wee 

~ Hogs Gag 

Truck Crops 26.9 

Forest Products ee 


Portion of Family Money-Income Made From Farm 


. Fifty-three percent of the families derive all their cash income from the 
farm. An additional 25 percent get half er more than half from the farm. . The 
others have an income from such sourees as work at the paper mill and at sawmills, 

| ‘ Tenure Status 
Ninety-four percent of the farmers are owners or part Owners two percent 
are managers, and four percent are tenants. | | ee | 


‘ 


Transportation Is Good 

The roads are good, There isa Saneeene ve en of parish-maintained - 
gravelled roads which reach all odntnTer ee in the parish, The paved highways in 
the parish connect with serine: eee | nae 

Kighteen percent of the families own automobiles; Gas bea Aaa own truce 
Forty-seven percent of the families have either a car or truck. Savent oat ene 
of the homemakers drive a car. 

The Farm Homes 

The farm houses are fairly large. They average apporximately five rooms per 
house. The average number of: persons per room is less than one, Space, therefore, 
would seem to be adequate in these homes, Fifty-seven percent of the houses are 
unpainted frame, Most of the other Pes fog e wAAISS frame. A few are of brick or 
concrete, | | 


‘Home Facilities 


- 


Sixty-two percent of the houses have electricity and an equal percentage have 


electric lights. (Table 4.) EHighty-nine percent have radios in working order, 


ay Pe ’ 


a 


Sixty-nine percent have sewing machines, and 55 percent have pressure cookers or 
pressure canners. However, only 14 percent have running water in the house, and 
three percent have complete bath rooms. Five percent have power washing machines ; 
18 percent. have mechanical refrigerators, 


Table 4,--Home Facilities - 
MUM PE OPRT OC CODUS Tew teeaiec dass ok eh ae RURCE CRMs Ot bye voice ntlencabils ctaegee Ofo 
Percentage of homes with: 

Running water in house: serverecsscvescerennsevas, ded. 

Caml SLe! DALIIPOOIN es ¢ialtis a0 5.5.0.0 chem 4.85,0.0.0,00,822 81h yr ae 

Prcct MiG vale auc, See le lat ase sha saereatens  Ofe4 

Radio in wor king order seco ecwerereeeareseoseretreseos S922 

Power washing machine gececeevscccoccveesccccseve 

hefrigerator 

Mechanical ceaveccscceccccceresevececcvces 
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FARM FAMILIES IN WASHINGTON PARISH 
Age of Farm Penple 
Of the farmers, 12 percent are under 35 years of age; 39 percent are from 35 
to 49; and 49. percent cenneoeeeans over, (Table 5.) | 
The homemakers are a little younger than the farmers. Fifteen percent are 


under 35 years of age, 47 percent are from 35 to 49, and only 38 percent are over 


50. (Table 5.) ~ 
Formal Schooling A abe | 
t aN 


Eighteen Pome of the farmers and 34 rer of the noienia ker's have had 
eight or more years of formal schooling. (Table See Hower, 48 percent of the 


farmers and 25 percent of the homemakers have had, only, naa years or, Lesse 


A Large Percentage of the Families Have Children at 
Home 


Forty-six percent of the families have children under 10 years of age. Forty- 
three percent have children 10 to 18 years of age. Twenty-eight: percent of the 
families have young men and young women at home from 19 to 30 years of age, other 
than: farmer or homemaker, 


haute 


Of the families who have children 10 to 18 years of age, 67 percent have at 
least one child in a 4-H Club, of 
Radio, Newspaners., and Magazines 
Kighty-nine percent of the families have a radio, and 19 percent of them take 
a daily or weckly paper. (Table 6.). Fifty-eight. percent of the families take a - 
farm or home magazine, — 


Table a ,-—Educa cational. Tra inine of. Farmers. and Homemakers 
ime eee ; ._! . Farmers 
(ee ee — aay 


Number of records cee eteeees peated a! ‘91 
Percentage of ‘individuals in age. groups: paay 

Under 30 years 

30-34 years 

35-39 years: 
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59 Varese sats 

5O-vears ie ‘Over: 7 
Percentage of’ ene. pepe ls ‘completing Soe we. 
no more than: 

4.years.or less 

5-6 years , 

7 years 

8 years 

Some high peas 

Completed high school 

Some ‘college : ; 
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Table 6.—-Radio by faeliagt S, a Magazines in the Home 
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Number of records 
Percentage of homes having radios in working order 
Percentage of homes taking any pa per 

Daily paper 

Weekly paper 

Both daily-and weekly paper . 
Percentage of homes taking any farm or home magazine 
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Paritcipation of Firmers and Homemkers in Organizations Other than Extension 
Sponsered 


Fourteen percent of the farmers’and 10 percent of the homemakers betong to 
farm or home organizations other than those sponsored by Extension.(Table &.) 
Approximately 30 percent of the farmers and homemakers take part in civic and 
school organizations, Over 90 percent of the farmers and homemakers attend church 


and church organizations, 


Table 8,—Participation of Farmers and Homemakers in Organizations Other Than 
Those Sponsored by kxtension 


oe petnerend 


eles ; 'Farmer'Homemaker 
Number of records ytty he Pa ae 
Percentage who participate in or : : 
attended during last year: IR aN mb 
Farm or home organizations Mi gb akg 
Civic or schoollorganizations § 33.9 ' 2%63 
Lodges and similar organizations! 8.7 ' ‘463 
Church and church organizations ' 92.3 ' Qhed 
Other organizations PeLpg race Leak 
: ! ! 
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Knowledge of Extension work 

A high percentage of both farmers and homemakers know something of Exten- 
sion work. (Table 7) Ninety percent of the ifarmers and 8&7 percent of the home= 
makers can identify the county agent or assistant agent. Seventy-one percent cf 
the farmers and 68 percant of the homemakers know the home demonstration agent or 
assistant home demonstration agent. Approximately 60 percent of the farmers and 
homemakers know something of 4-H Club work. It might be pointed out that the 
present home demonstration agent has been in the parish several years while during 
this same time there has been numerous changes of county agents, However, the 
present assistant county agent for work with Negroes has been employed in the 
parish continously since 1942. 


Table 7.--Knowledce of Extension Service Work 


item ! Farmer _' Homemaker 

t 1 
Number of records ; Sets rk 

Percentage saying they: : 
Know who the county agent is te 9.0. a 86.9 
Know who the home demonstration agent is We? tie SS 68.4 
Know something of 4-H Club work es) 57.6 

' t 

Participation in Extension Sponsored Organizations f : 

Percentage who: : t 
Are members of the parish cattlemen's association ' 44 ; XXXX 
Have ever been a member of the parish cattlemen's ' tT? rt ae 8 

association : ; 
Have children in 4-H Club ae og 2 25.6 
Have ever had children in 4-H Club Us Pi a. ae 

' 1 
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FARMERS AND HOMAMA KE iS HAVE ADOPT.sD PRACTICES 


Practices That Have Been Emphasized in 4 in tne erersion Program. and Singled out 
for Study 


_The Extension programs have recommended and emphasized many farm and homemak~ 
ing practices for the parish. A check was made in this study of 12 farm practices 
and 12 homemaking practices to determine the extent to which they have been 
adopted by the farmers and homerakers, This should give one measure of the ef-- 
fectiveness of Extension work with these people. 

Ninety-six percent of the farmers and 97 percent of the homemakers have 
_ adopted one or more of the practices, (Tables 7 and 8). The percentage of farmers 
adopting the practices varies from 94 who use recommended varieties of cotton to 
23 percent who vaccinate calves to control Bang's disease. The percentage of 
homemakers adopting the practices ranges from 90 who use a hotwater bath in can- 
ne fruit and tomatoes down to 19 percent who vaccinate chickens to prevent . 


chicken pox. 


Approximate Number of Years Practices Have Been Emphasized in the Extension - 
Program 


‘Some practices have been emphasized in the Extension program for eniy aston 
oe while others have been emphasized for a much longer period of time, (Tables 
7 and 8) There appears to be little an no correlation between the percentage of 
farmers or homemdkers adopting the practices and the number of years the practices 
have beeri emphasized in the Extension program. 

Who Are the Farmers and Homemakers Who Have Adopted Practices? 

A much ‘higher percentage of the farmers and homemakers who have had much con- 
tact 1/ with Extension, those who have a high level of living 2/, and those whe 
have more formal schooling (farmers who have had 5 years or more, and homemakers 
who have had 7 years or more) have adopted the practices than have the other 
T/ Farmers who have lad 10 or more different kinds of ixtension contacts ami home~ 
makers who have had 9 or more are interpreted as having had "much contact", 

2/ The short form of the Farm Family Socio-economic Status Scale is used in this 
study for the purpose of analysis. A level of living index of 60 or above is 


interpreted as "high" and 59 or under as. "low", 


~ll- 


Comparable groupSe 


The Extent to Which Farmers and Homemakers Have Not Adopted Practices and 
Some Reasons Why They Have Not. <>) 


tas already brought out a few of the practices have been adopted by a high 
. percentage of the farmers and homemakers. However, it might be well to consider 
here the percentages who have not adopted the practéaces. 

The percentage of farmers not adopting the practices: ranges from 77 who have 
not adopted the practice of vaccinating calves to control Bang's disease to six 
percent who are not using Se eV varieties of cotton. For homemakers’ the 
percentage not adopting the practices ranges from 81 who have not adoptéd the 
practice of vaccinating chickens to prevent chicken pox to 10 who have not adopted 
the practice of using hot water bath in canning fruit and tomatoes, 

An effort was mde in the study to learn some reasons why farmers and home- 
makers heave not adopted the practices, However, in getting the reasons the 
enumerator was instructed to ask reasons on only the first non-adopted practice 
that applied to the farm or home, Following are reasons given by the’ farmers 


and homemakers for not adopting a few of the practices. 


Practice No. Times 
FARMERS — Given 


Using DDT or Methoxychler to control lice or flies. on cattle. - 
Never have known enough about it CORCHH CERES EROS EEEC HOE ME OEE®D 
Don't have money to pay for material Soccer cece ceresecereveces 
Cattle are on open range Cee emcee regen arecercescresseeesessese 
Just has not done it COCO eee eer erecererssaserseesoseereoee 
Flies never have beon bad +0 6 66 bis bind eles 6icc. eke erathiniatc els once ae 
Afraid of poisoning cattle CHCCHH OCS CES EMER OOOOH EOS EOE OOD 


Hore fo 


Using hybrid corn as a part of or all the cron. 
Never have Learned enot enough about hybrids CCC RSE OHRE OEE SE OOS 


Weevils damage hybridvcorn too muchitiayas ss ceeae eee anime eens 
Don! t Seales hybrid corn oe ea bie eee een ek Ka cee vleeies Raia eee 
Grains ‘are too hard CCOOTE FTC OTE HT HEHEHE HHH ESET EOE EHO EH EOEHE 
see no. reason for hybrids! ~. ceslsns sees wee ase de aoe er mene 
Would have to buy new seed every year secececocccvccevccecces| 


PHEW 


Vaccinating calves to control Bang's disease, 
Never had neard about NG ddl & hie ik oor bb pie intel casa ak aia heat iels Renee 
Never have had any trouble in cattle from Bang's s.eccccccesces 
Don't keep calves as herd replacements cece cece ce erenescenees 


HM rmow 


Treating hogs to control cholera, , : / 
Never had any trouble from cholera among hogS ceceeecsecsoces 4 


=i 


Treating calves with phenothiazine or bluestone to control round worms. 
Never have known exactly how to do 1b evsecseeresseececeseed 
Just have not done 1 A oc ee Ka a REA a EET OS CER eee 

Improving pasture by fertilizing, lLimin 
eo Do not: have-the money bt i ek A I Sa a a eeeoeve eee eeoeeeoneee 


. a eS ee eet ’ oe en 


Using Sudan grass or Alyce clover for summer grazing or hay.e 
Not enough available dand COOKE OHA D HEHEHE OE EED EH EOE OH EOE E EH OD 


Pastures not fenced off Meee corre reeescererroerenesdeoreceees 
Just have not done 1c PERSE eES ORIOL OEOTES Clea eed OR eevee 


Practice 
HOMEMAKERS 


Using brooder instead of hens for brooding baby chicks. 
Not financially able to purchase Drooder  eeseccseccescevece 
Never have had time to build a brooder cseccveccscccscvcsces 
Never have bULLt a DrOCdOLr cevececcercccccessvecsonincecoes 
Like hens better COOK THEHRHOTHHHSEHEEECHOADHHSHSHHRTHERE HEHEHE OHH OEE 
Brooder requires too much attention eeecedecesvescseccescece 


Not convinced that brooder would be better than hens ec.ecose 


Vaccinating chickens to control chicken pox, 


Verret cues een een 


Never have had any trouble with chicken pox among chickens... 


Don't know what to use Coe errr eereereerseresecrereeererices 
Never have heard about it cevcocccccerecsecsscccvvcsvcvgees 


Controlling round worms in chickens. 
Never knew about it COSHH OHSS HHOHE RHF AOHSEHRET OSH HOLE SH HHS OF OS 
Chickens seem never to N€ed 1b ceseeseccerescccervssreevers 
Never had any trouble from round worms in chickens scessceoe 
Never had thought about 1b escccccsscccseccscaccsccccecevces 


Controlling coccidiosis in bab 
drugs. 


Don't know about it Cheb der ecererecpatoeseccrcccceoecerecesone 


Improving furniture by refinishing or reunholstering. 


Have mew) TUrMIture, aeadeds sop scnc4a4eciewiay nS es dws sinwids anieer 


yearrround vegetable garden. 
Weather gets too dry sometimes oe Se TT ka OCR N ot ST EIRL GR ok Dib UCP Os eh etd J 


Producin 


m1 300 


chicks by use of sulphur and charcoal or sulfa 
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Table 7.—-Farmers who Have Adopted Practices and Approximate Number of Years 
Practice Has: Been Emphasized. 


'Percentage of farmers who WApproxinate number of 


Practice 
ears emphasized 


en rr ee 


Any practice 


A ee ok 


to control tee or ‘flies on 
cattle. 


Div a Seta h eed calves to con= 
’ trol Bang's disease, 


en ae 


thiagine or searicenerenrte 
control round worms. |, 


4. Using Sudan grass or ‘Alyce 
clover for summer grazing 
or hay. 

5. Producing a winter pasture Lewes 

of oats, fescue grass, wine 

ter oGas, yetch , or clover. 


6, Impraving pasture by ferti~ 
lizing, liming or seeding 
to recommended varieties of 
grass or clever. ; 


fe Using ‘minerals as a ‘supple- he ae 10 . 
ment in feeding livestock. ne 


8. Vaccinating pigs to prevent. 
cholera. --*:: 


87.3 iS 


9. Treating pigs with worm . Py 

capsules .or sodium floride 
in the feed to control round 
WOTMS g yaaa 
sathee 6 vies 

10, Using recommended varieties! 93.6 
of cotton, ' 
t 

11. Using hybrid corn as a part! 40.2 


or all the crop, : 
t 
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12, Using winter legumes as a ' LO 15 


soil improvement crop. : 


—~ oe esse ees ee ee 
: 


aly 


Table 8.-~Homemakers Who Have Adopted Practices and Approximate Number of Years 
Practice Has Been Emphasized 


'Percentage of homemakers'Approximate number of 


ing. 


Dlovarnae 'who have adopted practice! years emphasized 
t t 
Any practice : Nad : 
' t 
1. Using brooder instead of hens '! 7709 ; 10 
for brooding baby chicks, : ; 
t t 

2. Using early hatched baby chicks,! 7709 : 6 
t t 

3. Controlling round worms in chick+ 5568 : 15 
ens by use of capsules or. othér..! ; 
individual treatment. . ; 

t 

4e Controlling lice on chickens by ' 55,6 ' 10 
use of either sodium floride or ! 
nicotine sulphate. 

5. Vaccinating chickens to prevent ' 18.6 12 
chicken pox, 

6, Using pressure cocker in canning’ 68.9 : 25 
lew-acid vegetables and meats, : 

7. Using hot water bath in canning ' 9061 ; 25 
fruits and tomatoes, . 

8, Producing a year-round vegetable‘ 60.9 ; 15 
garden that furnishes at least ' : 
two fresh vegetables each day : 
throughout the year. 

9. Improving home grounds by plant-' 46.7 ; 10 
ing shrubbery to improve : 
appearance or to screen off ugly' ; 
fences or buildings, 

10. Providing compact spacing in ar-' 19.5 5 
rangement of large pieces of ‘ 
kitchen equipment. 

11. Providing storage space for sup-' 28 42 f 5 
plies and small pieces of 
kitchen equipment convenient to '! 
the worker. 

12, Improving furniture by refinish~’ 23.9 4 
Lf ! 
1 t 
t t 
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CHAPTER IIL 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION THAT CONTRIBUTD TO ADOPTION OF FARM AND HOME} 
MAKING PRACTICES 


In addition to finding the extent to which farmers and homemakers have 
adopted recommended practices, data were obtained on sources of information that 
helped these people decide to adopt the practices. 


Farmers and Homemakers Name Extension Teaching Methods as a Source of 
Information. 


One hundred percent of the farmers and homemakers who have adopted practices 
named Extension teaching me thods as a source of information for adoption of 
practices. (Tables 9 and 10) Fifty-three percent of the farmers and 38 percent 
of the homemakers mmed farm or home visits as a source of information. Thirty- 
three percent of the farmers and 72 percent of the homemakers named indirect 
influence, that is, neighbors and friends who had obviously received the infor- 
mation from Extension. 

For farmers,’ the percentage naming the different teaching methods ranges 
from 53 for farm or home visits to zero for telephone calls. The percentage for 
homemakers ranges from'72 for indirect influence to zero for correspondence and 
Extension exhibits. 

If the teaching methods are grouped into the following groups, (1) methods 
which r:ach individuals, (2) methods which reach people in groups, (3) methods 
which reach pdéople in masses, ‘and (4) indirect influence, and adjusted to 100 
it will read: | 


A ‘Farmer Homemaker 
Individual ‘methods* 27.9° 11,4 


Group methods : Bist era 
' Mass media ol dike ioe dle EE VE 


Was cal = (05 geedbemmaalinah de mallee eh 174 
Mass media is named by 35 percent of the farmers and 42 percent of the 
homemakers, Twenty-eight percerit of the farmers ‘and 11 percent of the homemakers 
named individual methods. 
Farmers and Homemakers Named Non-Extension Sources of Information 
Forty-eight percent of the farmers and 42 percent of the homemakers named 


=] Gm 


non-Extension sources of information that helped them decide to adopt practices. 
The farmers named .such non-Extens ion sources as agricultural teachers, seed 
dealers, neighbors and friends, Soil Conservation Service, Production and 
Marketing Administration, Farmers! Home Administration, and Veterans! Instructors. 
The homemakers mmed such sources as canning manuals, merchants, magazines, 
home economics teachers, friends, relatives, mail order catalogues, and 


Veterans! Instructors. 


Table 9.—-Sources of Information for Adoption of Farm Practices 


Number of férmers adopting Matis PRACLIEG’ Wes soa eee cere tr eee ota Teor ee 

Percentage of these farmers who named: r ie . ae 
HXUETISLON SOUDCE: ga win ve Rels tc tam are ala Map cen eee Coa at meee) 
Wei Or ome aS ales abc aplenty teen 
Method demonstration MCCULLE sae sagen es cn 
Circular’ LOLUGI 5 jac. 'saulisna cae sii. ae a ab ‘cdteahe 
UCR rMee LLGSs ie, cage ae alta ate att eiiete amea TS 

DORI O.OPOSC CAS a is eee i een 34.40 

Pr LDOLPCOU Sore cle ogee FE eM cah co ce eee Orel 
Bulletin Ce er GATS) 
HesuLlyCemonstrau lon! gate egg e cieines eae enero! 
Leader training meeting {2lo5 4 hips 
OTEGe Ce Lt SES OOS eva en ene 1 
OWS OL UGM , (5 4 ects ge snncts cnusein ee  ee 
Correspondence . wanes aes cate a eee eee 
Extension SX ieee a ae ieee a eee hs 
1G lenvone: CONVErSa trons, santa. lrueee es ode O 


Table 10, “BOUNCES of Information for Ado 


eS ee eee 


Number of homemakers adopting any practice i 4,9: 94S nas duke acetal cuaieabadabeL cles Maxeie aetene 
Percentage of these homemakers who named: 
Extensicn BOUL CS 5 c.0ftiaate é/fcmii adorei aa Sialaia + e)n4 a bigin aids Sue slalase 100,0 


TRGINCOT . iba ea as Chew een ects ee ee 
Bulletin a a 63. 2) 
Method: demons tnatd oni cat uni eaniee aes 
Circular Lec er” mM; eee vince ae ee Soe) 
Radio broaccast eee 
Other meetings 


dda sep aes Harmmslins slgidees L526 
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Farm cor home! visits i. 5 set cecaees Tenens 
Leader training méeving ssa ply ee pee eo 
News item FPS Pepe 48 © Miele Ske Sep w 31018. 8.6 SIGs Siem wis Vives 
RCSULL CemOnstrallonew o. fe accent tere ame ee 
Se Glel Sena Beannnernt Mn MIN Cin migt she.) SUE Tey 
Corre espondence Saas Nets Ca Gat NERA Cn tr O30 ; 
Kxtension exhibit 0,0 
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CHAPTER IV 
TO WHAT EXTENT HAVs FARMERS AND HOMEMAKERS Bie2N EXPOSED. TO EXTKNSTLON TEACHING? 
vgs olah of the farmers and Seay ileal béen exposed to one or more of the 
Extension teaching methods, Ninety-seven percent of the farmers and 78 percent 
of the homemakers fave made some. peer cal use of the information in adopting: 
practices. (Tables 11 and 12) 

‘For farmers the ratio of takes to exposures is above 50 percent for farm 
visits, other meetings, method demonstrations, result demonstrations, and leader 
training mectings, The batia for the other methods ranges from 48 percent for 
bulletins down to’ Zerg ee correspondence, 

The effectiveness of Extension teaching with these people would, seem there- 
fore to Ee fairly high, ) 


fe) Extens Lon Teachin 


Table 11.—-The Extent to which Farmers Haye: Been Exposed t 


! Percentage of Farmers Ratio of 
Teaching Methods 2 edgier to ' Influenced by ! Takes to 
!. (Exposures) ! Takes 1 Exposures 

i 7 { 
Circular letter : Dek i 39.5 o42 
Radio broadcast t 83.4 ; 34.0 : ALON 
Bulletin ! 82.4 : 39,5 t oA8 
Correspondence ' eo: t hod t 206 
Office call ! 76.9 ‘ 1362 : My 
Extension exhibit I 7649 t ieey & ; 206 
Farm or home visit I 7 AE t 5267 t .08 
Other meeting t PLSy ys) t a7 eo u ee 
Method demonstration meeting 1 60.4 | Beep. 265 
Result demonstration ! 51.6 t 26.4 : “eee 
News item | Obes : 12 : o32 
Leader training meetine | 32.9 ' 1667 ' so 
Telephone conversation 6.6 t 0.0 ; 00 

t 1 { 
Any Extension method ' 100.0 t 96.6 : see 

! t 1 


pee vn en coer me cere 


For homemakers the ratio is above 50 percent for circular letters, radio 
breadcasts, bulletins, method demonstrations, farm or home visits, other meetings 
and leader training meetings. The ratio for the other methods ranges from 31 


percent for news items to zero for Extension exhibits and correspondence. 


-18~ 


Table 12,-~-The Extent to Which Homemakers Have Been Exposed to Extension Teaching 


! Percentage of homemakers ' -Ratio of 


Teaching Method ' Exposed to ' Influenced by ' Takes to 
__? (Exposures) 4 Takes ! Exposures 
7 1 1 
Circular letter t 86.9 is pyre 064 
Radio broadcast : 19 3 : Lhe d : 056 
Extension exhibit t (340 ' 0.0 - 200 
Bulletin Ofed ; 61.9 : fe 
Method demonstration 6390 | 61.9 «95 
Farm or home visit ' 60.8 : 3408 ‘ot 
Other meetings pap , 36.9 heli ic 
Leader training meeting | tL 3b. 6k : LO poh wee eis 
Correspondence AT ed : 3,18 Sebritest{0 0, 
News item ' 3h at ene 1049 ; Ponty 
Office call ¢ Sra ion ileal eS: th eee Oe 
Result Demanstration ce 28.2 ; feels : soy, 
“Telephone conversation = veds - eee ae ‘ 5 
' ' t 
Any Extension method le OOO 97.8 Voce 
ee, t t ’ 
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SUMMARY 
Beet toner! of this Bua se Negro families aay: a does not include 
share croppers. It is recognized, however, that Extension work covers other seg- 
ments of the population, and includes sharecroppers as well as people in towns and 
small rural centers not pe Die sented in this study. , 


What Extension Wanted to Find ingle 


1s The extent to which farmers and homemakers have adopted farm and homemaking 


practices that have been recommended by Extension. 


- 


Le The effectiveness of teaching methods used. 
3% The extent to which farmers and homemakers have contact with Extension. 


he The knowledge farmers and homemakers have of Extension. 
How the Study Was Made 

“The information \ was obtained in Mays 1950, through personal ineerrtere with 

the poets and homemakers in 93 farm families. These ‘families were aoe Sey 
a list of aomey ee a random ni ae Negro Soka families by taking every fifth ch mane, 
starting with a randomly Beveoted Pinner: partisy Reena icr ie was done by s Six women 
and seven meni, all Extension seh Eleven of these were ae the state Exten- 
sion effice. Two were sas agents. MS county ABaR was from an ad joining So 
ish, dee eis eles a Pee iche The same person interviewed both the farmer 
and homemaker in the family. ne 
The Farmers 2nd Farm Houses 

eet 70 percent of these families hare lived on eee present farms for 10 
years or more, and 90 percent have. Lived in the Bo geers for at least years. 
Size of Farnse 

Eighty-eight percent of athe ed have less than 50 acres, tie 60 percent 
have less than 30 acres. 
Ma jor Sources oe Farm Income. 


The manor sources of farm income are ae ent he cotton, corn, beef cattle, 


hogs, and truck crops. 


Cea 


Partion of Farm Income from Farm, 

po ha percent of these ee mci alt their cash income from the 
farm. Others mMve an income from meat sources as rs at bee paper mill alae a saw 
nate | | | 3 | 
renine Beatie: 

Kighty-four percent of ter omerenate nore ar par enORne ane rea per~ 
cent tenants. | re : 

Farm Houses. 

The homes average Pperoeine cele five eet per house, The average eRe of 
persons per room is a little less than Ones ) | ‘ 
Home eqaeetyet | 

sixty-two percent of the homes have electricity ance equal percentage have 
electric lights, Bee uyu ne See inve radios in working order. Sixty-nine 
pereent have Be machines, and 55 ‘percent ve Seat cookers or pressure 
canners “for canning, A low percentage have running hes in the eager BONNE 
Peers roams, washing machines, and mechanical refrigerators, | 
es . , : 

: Forty-nine percent of the Parner pape 38 percent of t the homemakers are 50 


years of age or over. Thirty-nine percent oh the farmers and 47 percent of the 


op aa ae tig are from 35 to 49. 


Formal Schoolin NBo 


eee aon percent of the farmers ‘and 13a percent of the homemakers have had 
eight or more years of formal schooling. pigs 28h percent of the pean and 
25 Rent of the homemakers have had only ayers years or less, 
Families with Children at Home, 

Forty-six percent of the families have children under 10 years of age, and 
43 percent have children from 10 to 18, 

Of the families who have children from 10 to 18 years of age, 67 percent 


have at least one child in a 4-H Club, 


mae 


Knowledge of Extension Work. 
| Ninety percent of the farmers and 87 percent of the homemakers can identify 
the county agent or an assistant county agent. Seventy-one percent of the farmers 
and 68 percent of the homemakers know the home demonstration agent or one'of her 
assistants. Sixty percent of the farmers and -homemkers know something of eH 
Club work. 
‘WHAT SHOULD THIS STUDY MEAN TO s&XTENSION? 

It is evident from the data collected in this study that the Extension 
Services! way of working with farm people is effective with a high percentage of 
these farm families. — 

1.Both the farmers and the homemakers have a good general knowledge of the 
Extension Service in the parish, and have demonstrated their willingness to accept 
its wiy of teaching, Does this fact mean that new farm or homemaking practices 
that fit the needs of these people should be, at least fairly, readily accepted 
and put into use where practicable? 

2. A high percentage of the farmers and homemakers have adopted some of the 
practices that were studied. However, a high percentage have not adopted other of 
the practices: even though all of the farmers and homemakers have had some contact 
with Extension. This raises 4 question as to whether the most needed farm and 
homemaking practices are being emphasized, or whether emphasis on the practices 
should ‘be given a different approach, For example, 81 percent of the homemakers 
who grow chickens hive not adopted the practice of vaccinating chickens to prevent 
chicken pox. Out of 13 homemakers who gave reasons for not adopting this practice, 
nine stated, in effect, that they had never had trouble with chicken pox among 
their chickens. Does this indicate that chicken pox might not be a serious problem, 
or thet further educational work in ways of identifying the disease is needed? 

Another example, 60 percent of the farmers who grow corn have not adopted 
the practice of using hybrid corn as a part of or all the crop. Thirteen farmers 
gave reasons for not adopting the practice, Of these, five said they had never 
learned enough about hybrid; three said, in effect, it was too soft; and one said 
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it was too hard. Does this indicate the need by farmers for a better understanding 
of hybrid corn in eeneral, and specifically the strains that are; perhaps, better 
adapted to the needs of thes ero nen | 

3. A much higher rercentage of the farmers and homemakers who have a "high" 
level of living, who have more fore! fe enccl ae end who have had "much" contact 
neruonsa on have adonted recommended practices phew have the other comparable 
groups. Would further careful planning suggest possible ways of reaching these 
families that een less contact Rinne ton and are known to have adopted 
a ies Haier of fern and homemaking practices? | 

7 he There is little or no peereae ei Ne between the percentage of farmers and 
homemakers who h2ve adopted the recommended practices, and the’ number of years the 
practices have been emphasized in the Extension program. Does this suggest that 
other factors are to be considered such as adaptability to the needs of the people, 
and cost and availability of material involved in carrying out the practice? Does 
it indicate that further abner planning may be needed? 

Extension Teaching Methods 

When the percentage naming different teaching methods as a source of infor- 
mation for adopting pr.ctices are grouped and adjusted to 100, a good, rather well- 
balanced pattern seems to be shown for Extension teaching with these families. 
Individual Methods. 

This group is credited with 28 percent of the fractices adopted by farmers 
and 11 percent of those adopted by homemakers. Should Extension consider setting 
up more result demonstration designed primarily for the farmers and homemakers 
who have had less contact with Extension? Would as many well planned farm or home 
visits as practicable be effective in further expanding Extension teaching to 
these families? 

Indirect Influence, 

Indirect influence is credited with nine percent of the practices adepted 
by farmers a 17 percent by homemakers. This seems to place indirect influence 
relatively low in the teaching pattern in te parish, even though it is usually 


A2ze 


> 


accepted as one of the most powerful forces at work in the field of Extension 
teaching. Would » wider use of well trained lecal leaders be effective in further 
expanding the influence of Extension teaching, particularly with those families 
who have had less contact with Extension? 

The general attitude of these farmers and homemakers toward Extension seems 
to be favorable. They have accepted Extension. Extension, nevertheless, like 
all growing institutions, must continually strive to adapt itself to changing 
conditions that affect the people it serves. It is hoped that this study will be 


of some value in promoting that end, 
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